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Darwin200 begins roll out

Darwin200 has grown to include more than 100 partner
organisations in the United Kingdom who taken together are
involved in more than 350 projects — from books, theatre pieces
and exhibitions, to talks, art commissions and TV programmes.
This tally is from what is currently known to the Darwin200
secretariat, but we still await details of plans from many partners.

Over November and December, a number of large organisations
including the British Council will be launching their plans for the
year. Meanwhile Darwin: Big Idea, Big Exhibition has opened at
the Natural History Museum and you will we hope have already
noted how well this has worked in raising attention to the much
wider programme of activity planned by partners around the UK.
These sorts of opportunity allow the secretariat to re-instigate
proactive contact with the media and provide updates on
Darwin200 partner plans.

Meanwhile the number of events listed on www.darwin200.0rg
events pages has shot up to over 130 entries so thank you to
everyone who has uploaded details recently. To those partners
who haven'’t yet added their events, please do so as soon as
possible as we are asking journalists to look at, and promote, the
pages (See advice to partners in Helping us help you p10).
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launched their Darwin and
Beyond programme on 14
November 2008. They have
planned more than 50 events
including three exhibitions and
Darwin-themed talks on science,
philosophy, literature and the
visual arts. See
www.brlsi.org/darwin2009/devent
s.html.

will be launched at a VIP event at
the Royal Institution of Great
Britain on 24 November 2008.
www.britishcouncil.org/science
-darwin.htm

bookings open to the
public on 24 November 2008.
To register and book tickets for
the week-long programme
packed full of talks, debates,
exhibitions, and performances
during July 2009, please visit
www.darwin2009.cam.ac.uk/festi
val/

bicentennial events
programme will be launched on
28 November 2008. Celebrations
have already begun and will
continue until November 2009.
See the Discover Darwin website
at
www.discoverdarwin.co.uk/celebr
ate-darwin-with-us/
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Now and coming soon

Exhibitions

Darwin: Big ldea, Big Exhibition is now open at the Natural
History Museum until 19 April 2009. The successful launch
reception attended by the Rt Hon Barbara Follett Minister of
Culture took place on 11 November. For the first time two
mockingbirds Darwin collected on the Galapagos Islands are
going on display. It was these birds that gave Darwin his first
clue to the transmutation of species, not finches as commonly
thought. More about the exhibition

Charles Darwin of Gower Street is an exhibition that opened in
September in the Main Library of University College London.
Items from the Library’s Special Collections are on display in
honour of Darwin, who lived in a house on the site now occupied
by UCL's Darwin Building from 1839-1842, just over two years
after his return from HMS Beagle's second voyage. It is open
until 31 January and a digital version will be available through
the Library's Exhibitions Online website.

Darwin and the Story of Evolution is opening at the British
Library from 10 December — 22 March 2009. The exhibition
explores how evolutionary thinking developed by comparing
early ideas on evolution and creation with the revolutionary
theories of Darwin and his contemporaries and their subsequent
legacy in the twentieth century. The exhibition will launch with a
TalkScience discussion on 10 December by Dr Bill Hanage
(Department of Infectious Disease Epidemiology, Imperial
College) who will introduce a debate on how natural selection
leads to the virulence of the diseases we know, the emergence
of new ones and how it might affect the future of both.

Transformation Diary 3
www.darwin200.org November 2008

An audience with Professor
Michael Reiss, the Reverend
Malcolm Brown and

Dr Christopher Lyal

28 November 2008, the Natural
History Museum
www.nhm.ac.uk/visit-us/whats-
on/special-events/discussing-
darwin/index.html

By Professor Brian
Charlesworth, FRS

16 December 2008, Bath Royal
Literary and Scientific Institution
www.brlsi.org/diary.htm

By Dr Bill Hanage

10 December 2008, British
Library
www.bl.uk/onlinegallery/whatson/
events/talkscience.html

An audience with Professors
James Moore and Adrian
Desmond, Darwin biographers.
Just what did so motivate Darwin
that he laboured through illness to
develop his ideas?

(see book review).

30 January 2008, the Natural
History Museum
www.nhm.ac.uk/visit-us/whats-
on/special-events/discussing-
darwin/index.html




