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Are you ready for Darwin’s birthday?

With more than 120 partner organisations across the UK, the
bicentenary response to Darwin’s work will be unprecedented
(see the hundreds of events now in the Darwin200 online event
listings). The Royal Mail is about to release its issue of two sets
of bicentenary stamps – 10 stamps in all. Nature Magazine has
already released the first of three special bicentenary editions,
the BBC has announced its Darwin celebration programme and
the Wellcome Trust is unveiling its huge programme of practical
experiment packs for schools across the UK, and this is the tip of
the iceberg.

While this issue of Transmutation Diary focuses on some of the
events taking place on or around the birthday on 12 February, it
cannot hope to cover all the activities that will occur, given the
fantastic response of many partners who have recognised the
importance of celebrating the occasion. There will be special
events taking place across the UK including in Darwin’s place of
birth (Shrewsbury town), in Cambridge, Oxford, London and
Down House in Kent. We in the secretariat wish you all an
excellent Darwin year and don’t hesitate to contact us if you think
we can help you.

Casting the bronze statue ofThe young Charles Darwin by Andrew Smith, to be unveiled in the
new Darwin Garden in the New Court, Christ’s College, Cambridge on 12 February © A. Smith

On the birthday

Darwin Day in Shrewsbury
After drinking a toast to Darwin,
Festival Director Jon King will
lead a guided walk around the
Shrewsbury locations young
Charles Darwin knew well.
A birthday cake for Darwin, with
200 candles, will be shared in
Shrewsbury town centre. All
Shropshire schoolchildren who
celebrate their birthday on 12
February will be invited to attend
a special birthday party on the
day.
www.discoverdarwin.co.uk/festiva
l-events.

Darwin at the Museum
The Natural History Museum will
celebrate with a day of public
talks and gallery performances
celebrating the bicentenary, and
in the evening the Museum will
host the main Darwin200 VIP
event. This will feature new works
of art inspired through Darwin
related programmes supported by
the Wellcome Trust and Arts
Admin, and by The Gulbenkian
Foundation and The Galapagos
Conservation Trust.
www.nhm.ac.uk.

Darwin dinner
An exclusive dinner for 100
guests will be taking place at
Christ’s College Cambridge – part
of the effort of the college to raise
£500,000 to establish a Darwin
Research Fellowship at Charles
Darwin’s former college alongside
a programme for visiting
scientists from the Galapagos.
12 February 2009, Christ’s
College, University of Cambridge
www.christs.cam.ac.uk/news/eve
nts/pg/article==155

Front cover – graphic derived from
Darwin’s ‘I think’ sketch in his
Transmutation notebook B © Natural
History Museum
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Wellcome packs a punch

Three reality TV show-inspired experiments developed into
packs for every school in the UK can now be pre-ordered from
the Survival Rival website www.survivalrivals.org. The Wellcome
Trust’s series of practical experiments provide secondary school
pupils with resources to explore evolution. 'I'm a Worm, Get Me
Out of Here' for 11-14 year olds explores natural selection, 'Brine
Date' for 14-16 year olds explores sexual selection, and 'The X-
Bacteria' for post-16 year olds looks at antibiotic resistance in
bacteria.

Survival Rivals complements The Great Plant Hunt, developed to
provide treasure chests of experimental goodies for primary
schools, commissioned by The Wellcome Trust and developed
by The Royal Botanic Gardens Kew www.greatplanthunt.org.

Together these projects are a major contribution to Darwin200
as Wellcome aims to have the practical packs available to every
school in England, backed up by online notes and resources.
The project will provide a legacy resource beyond the
anniversary year. Please do share news of this project with
schools in your areas and constituencies.

The Wellcome Trust’s full programme of Darwin initiatives, which
include work in new media and creative arts alongside its major
educational initiatives, are being launched with a reception on
3 February 2009 at the Wellcome Collection.
www.wellcome.ac.uk/Achievements-and-
Impact/Initiatives/Public-engagement/Darwin-200/index.htm

Forthcoming lectures

The Nature Darwin Debate 1:
Are We Still Evolving?
Join three leading experts in
evolutionary biology and
evolutionary psychology to
discuss whether natural selection
is still shaping humans, given
that our survival is often more
dependent on technology
than genes.
9 February 2009, Kings Place,
London
http://network.nature.com/hubs/lo
ndon/events/7269.

Why Darwin Matters
Dr Michael Shermer, author of
Why Darwin Matters: The Case
Against Intelligent Design,
talks about evolution and
intelligent design.
9 February 2009, University of
Bristol, Bristol
www.darwin200.org/events/index.
asp.

The Animals and Ourselves
Join Professor Aubrey Manning
as he discusses the two
key questions of do humans
have instincts and do animals
have intellects?
11 February 2009, Hawthornden
Court, National Museum of
Scotland, Edinburgh
www.nms.ac.uk/talksandlecturese
ventslist.aspx.

Can British Science Rise to the
New Challenges of the Twenty-
First Century?
For the 2009 Annual Darwin Day
Lecture, organised by the British
Humanist Association, Prof Sir
David King will speak about the
present state and future of
science in Britain.
11 February 2009, Conway Hall,
London
www.humanism.org.uk/meet-
up/events/view/6
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BBC set to celebrate

To mark the two-hundredth anniversary of Charles Darwin’s
birth, the BBC has begun a season of landmark TV and radio
programmes. These take a wide view of how Darwin’s theory is
one of the most influential scientific ideas ever conceived, which
even today has implications that impact on religion, politics,
economics and art as well as our understanding of the natural
world. www.bbc.co.uk/darwin.

David Attenborough, Andrew Marr, Armand Leroi and Melyvn
Bragg are among the key names who will explore Darwin’s
extraordinary life and work over the season, which includes a
host of highlights to look out for.

BBC Four kicks off the season at the end of January with two
specially commissioned one-off documentaries. What Darwin
Didn’t Know is a new film, presented by Armand Marie Leroi,
exploring a new field of genetics, ‘evo devo’, which is the study
of evolution through developmental biology and genetics,
allowing us to solve some of Darwin's unanswered questions.
Darwin's Struggle (aka Darwin: In His Own Words) uses newly
released documents from Cambridge University to chart
Darwin’s thoughts during the long period before he made his
theory known to the public.

BBC One presents a one-off special from David Attenborough
and the Natural History Unit (NHU) in Bristol. Charles Darwin
and the Tree of Life explores the origin of Darwin’s great idea.

Andrew Marr will host a major, three-part series for BBC Two
exploring the radical impact of Darwin’s theory not only in
science but also society, political movements (capitalist, Marxist
and fascist) and religion. It will also show how that impact
continues today. Scientist and farmer Jimmy Doherty will
recreate many of Darwin’s ground-breaking experiments at
Down House in Jimmy Doherty in Darwin's Garden, another
three-part series on BBC Two.

BBC Radio 4 began by marking the Darwin anniversaries with
Melvyn Bragg’s Darwin: In Our Time. This four-part documentary
looked back over Charles Darwin’s life and asked why Darwin

New books

Rough Guide to Darwin and
Evolution by Mark Pallen.
An eclectic volume combining a
one-stop shop for information
about all things Darwinian, with
the authority and the accessibility
of the Rough Guides. Pub: Rough
Guides, January 2009
ISBN-13: 978-1858289465

Darwin’s Island: The
Galapagos in the Heart of
England by Steve Jones.
In this beautifully written, witty
and illuminating book, Steve
Jones explores the domestic
Darwin, the sage of Kent and
brings his work up to date.
Pub: Little Brown, January 2009
ISBN-13: 978-1408700006

The Evolution Revolution
by Robert Winston.
A book for children, exploring the
amazing story of evolutionary
science and the way Charles
Darwin’s revolutionary theories
changed the world.
Pub: Dorling Kindersley, February
2009.
ISBN-13: 978-1405337199

The Young Charles Darwin:
Influences and Ideas
by Keith Thomson.
This book concentrates on
Darwin's early life as a schoolboy,
a medical student at Edinburgh, a
theology student at Cambridge
and a naturalist aboard the
Beagle on its famous five-year
voyage.
Pub: Yale University Press,
March 2009
ISBN-139780300136081




